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New Downtown Sign
Scheduled for U.S. Route 101

Downtown Ventura
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A new freeway sign reading, “Downtown Ventura
- Ventura Ave - 1/4 Mile” will replace an older, less
descriptive sign on the 101 freeway. Now motorists will

have clear direction to the most direct route to Downtown!

U.S. 101 California Street
Off-Ramp
Relocation Project Revived

This project will relocate the California Street off ramp to Oak
Street to improve access to downtown and along California Street. The
project is funding with a State grant and was on hold for several years.

Update/Timeline: The City is working with Caltrans to restart the
project preliminary design and environmental review phases. It is
expected that this would be completed by summer 2012 and then the
project moves into the final design and right-of-way acquisition phase.
Construction would not likely start until 2014 at the earliest.
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Surfers Point
Managed Retreat Project

This project will stabilize and restore approximately 1,800 linear
feet of beach and provide protection for relocated bike, parking and
fairground infrastructure through habitat restoration to improve
coastal resiliency to storms and flooding. The first phase is a $3.5
million joint project between the fairgrounds and the city. Phase one
includes removing one-half of the existing fairground paid-parking
area, removing 1000 feet of the existing bike path along Shoreline Drive
between the Ventura River and Figueroa St. The parking and bike path
will be relocated 60-feet to 100-feet further inland. The project will
also include burying a significant amount of cobble rock on a wider
beach area, where the fairground’s damaged parking lot was removed,
and covering the rock with beach sand. There will also be water quality
storm drain enhancements to the existing drains that currently drain
the fairground’s property to the beach and to the Ventura River estuary.

Update/Timeline: Phase one construction is approximately 65%
complete. All of the earthwork grading has been completed, as has
the removal of the damaged parking lot, the section of Shoreline
Drive, and the bike path. Approximately 75% of the cobble rock has
been placed. Construction should be completed by Memorial Day.

City Prepares for
Promenade Improvements

The Promenade Project is a two phase project. The first phase
which will cost about $1 million, includes replacing the west-end
damaged stairs that lead to the beach, repairing damaged portions of
the Promenade walkway sutface, adding large rock revetment under
the Promenade walkway, repairing five of the observation alcoves, and
removing five of the raised planter areas along the Promenade (two in
front of Crowne Plaza, and three just south of Paseo de Playa). Public
access will be maintained during construction.

Update/Timeline: The construction contract has been awarded and
the city is working with them on setting a schedule.

California Street Bridge /Railroad Crossing Project
in Final Design Phase

This project is improving the pedestrian sidewalk on California Street
crossing the 101 Freeway and installing safety improvements at the railroad
grade crossing. The sidewalk improvements include new lighting, railing,
and surface treatment. The railroad grade separation safety improvements
(funded by a state grant) will improve the pedestrian crossing area, crossing
gates, crossing warning system, and install both a median on California
Street and a traffic signal at the intersection of California and Harbor to

prevent vehicles from crossing between the gates.

Update/Timeline: The design of the sidewalk improvements is neatly
complete and at Caltrans for review and approval. That portion of the
project is expected to start construction in late summer after the fair.
The railroad-crossing portion of the project is in the design phase and
is expected to begin construction in early spring next year.




